possessive pronouns
Possessive pronouns are a type of possessive noun. Also called absolute possessive pronouns, possessive pronouns simplify constructions that show possession of a noun by replacing it—in other words, independent possessive pronouns must stand alone and be used without a noun. To understand how possessive pronouns can make things simpler and clearer, first take a look at this example of a sentence that does not use a possessive pronoun:
Raúl’s peace lilies were healthier than my peace lilies.
It sounds repetitive and feels a little unnecessary to state “peace lilies” twice in this sentence. Rewriting with a possessive pronoun simplifies things: 
Raúl’s peace lilies were healthier than mine.















Possessive Pronouns and Possessive Adjectives: Rules and Examples



As their names imply, both possessive adjectives and possessive pronouns show ownership. The independent possessive pronouns are mine, ours, yours, his, hers, its, and theirs. The possessive adjectives, also called possessive determiners, are my, our, your, his, her, its, and their. We break down each type and offer examples of their usage 

Independent possessive pronouns
Possessive pronouns are a type of possessive noun. Also called absolute possessive pronouns, possessive pronouns simplify constructions that show possession of a noun by replacing it—in other words, independent possessive pronouns must stand alone and be used without a noun. To understand how possessive pronouns can make things simpler and clearer, first take a look at this example of a sentence that does not use a possessive pronoun:
Raúl’s peace lilies were healthier than my peace lilies.
It sounds repetitive and feels a little unnecessary to state “peace lilies” twice in this sentence. Rewriting with a possessive pronoun simplifies things: 
Raúl’s peace lilies were healthier than mine.
Possessive pronoun examples
My phone is dead. Pass me yours.
Did you know that Labrador is mine?
The house on the corner is theirs.
As you can see, it is common to see independent possessive pronouns at the ends of clauses or phrases.
Possessive adjectives
Possessive adjectives also clarify who or what owns something. Unlike possessive pronouns—which replace nouns—possessive adjectives go before nouns to modify them.
Like independent possessive pronouns, possessive adjectives can help streamline sentences. To see what we mean, take a look at a sentence that does not have any possessive adjectives—and sounds a little clunky as a result:
Jane takes pride in Jane’s outfits.
It sounds odd to use Jane’s name twice in this sentence. A possessive adjective modifying the noun outfits solves the problem:
Jane takes pride in her outfits.
Thus, possessive adjectives are quite handy and are used frequently in the English language. 
Possessive adjective examples
My plane is delayed.
Your dinner is ready.
Could you bring his tea out to him?
Remember not to judge a book by its cover.
I would have knocked on their door, but I heard their baby crying.
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As their names imply, both possessive adjectives and possessive pronouns show ownership. The independent possessive pronouns are mine, ours, yours, his, hers, its, and theirs. The possessive adjectives, also called possessive determiners, are my, our, your, his, her, its, and their. We break down each type and offer examples of their usage below.
Here’s a tip: Want to make sure your writing shines? Grammarly can check your spelling and save you from grammar and punctuation mistakes. It even proofreads your text, so your work is extra polished wherever you write.
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Independent possessive pronouns
Possessive pronouns are a type of possessive noun. Also called absolute possessive pronouns, possessive pronouns simplify constructions that show possession of a noun by replacing it—in other words, independent possessive pronouns must stand alone and be used without a noun. To understand how possessive pronouns can make things simpler and clearer, first take a look at this example of a sentence that does not use a possessive pronoun:
Raúl’s peace lilies were healthier than my peace lilies.
It sounds repetitive and feels a little unnecessary to state “peace lilies” twice in this sentence. Rewriting with a possessive pronoun simplifies things: 
Raúl’s peace lilies were healthier than mine.
Possessive pronoun examples
My phone is dead. Pass me yours.
Did you know that Labrador is mine?
The house on the corner is theirs.
As you can see, it is common to see independent possessive pronouns at the ends of clauses or phrases.
Possessive adjectives
Possessive adjectives also clarify who or what owns something. Unlike possessive pronouns—which replace nouns—possessive adjectives go before nouns to modify them.
Like independent possessive pronouns, possessive adjectives can help streamline sentences. To see what we mean, take a look at a sentence that does not have any possessive adjectives—and sounds a little clunky as a result:
Jane takes pride in Jane’s outfits.
It sounds odd to use Jane’s name twice in this sentence. A possessive adjective modifying the noun outfits solves the problem:
Jane takes pride in her outfits.
Thus, possessive adjectives are quite handy and are used frequently in the English language. 
Possessive adjective examples
My plane is delayed.
Your dinner is ready.
Could you bring his tea out to him?
Remember not to judge a book by its cover.
I would have knocked on their door, but I heard their baby crying.
A common mistake: its vs. it’s
A common mistake is putting an apostrophe in the possessive adjective its. It is easy to confuse its with the contraction of it is, it’s, which does have an apostrophe. Remember, though, possessive adjectives never use apostrophes.
The boat lost it’s mast in the storm.
The boat lost its mast in the storm.
Don’t judge a book by it’s cover.
Don’t judge a book by its cover.
The four English demonstrative pronouns are this, that, these, and those. They are used to highlight something that was previously mentioned or that is clear from the context.
Demonstrative pronouns “demonstrate” something; using them is the verbal equivalent of pointing at something or someone. They draw attention to the thing or person you’re referring to.
Demonstrative pronouns indicate number (singular or plural) and the relative distance of the thing being referred to.
	Examples of the demonstrative pronouns

	
	Near (proximal)
	Far (distal)

	Singular
	This is my friend Jamie.
	I don’t know about that. Let’s discuss it tomorrow.

	Plural
	I like all kinds of chocolates, but these are my favorites.
	Those are my notebooks on the desk.


Demonstrative pronouns vs. demonstrative determiners
The demonstrative pronouns are identical to the demonstrative determiners (often called demonstrative adjectives instead). The same words—this, that, these, and those—are used for both grammatical functions in English. The pronouns and determiners together can be collectively referred to as demonstratives.
· A demonstrative pronoun replaces a noun, meaning that it stands alone as the subject or object of the sentence.
· A demonstrative determiner modifies a noun, meaning that it appears before the noun, telling you something about it.
Examples: Demonstrative pronouns and determinersThat is a misconception. I recommend reading this article to understand the topic better.
These are very good chocolates, but I still prefer these peanuts.
I’m afraid I can’t answer that question. This is a classified investigation.
Near” and “far” demonstratives
Demonstratives—both pronouns and determiners—are used to indicate the distance of the thing or person being referred to from the person speaking or writing.
· This (singular) and these (plural) are the “near” (or proximal) demonstratives. They indicate someone or something that is relatively close.
· That (singular) and those (plural) are the “far” (or distal) demonstratives. They indicate someone or something that is relatively far.
This can refer to literal physical distance—for example, contrasting the distance of two physical objects, people, or locations from the speaker or writer.
Examples: Demonstratives referring to physical distanceThese flowers in my hand are tulips. Those, over on the windowsill, are roses.
No, this is my uncle Bill. That’s my dad over there.
That’s the Van Gogh Museum in the distance, and this building on our left is the concert hall.
It can also mean distance in time, when you’re contrasting the past or future with the present.
Example: Demonstratives referring to distance in timeThat was an era of unprecedented economic prosperity, whereas these days, we’re living through a recession.
Finally, demonstratives may indicate a more abstract, figurative type of distance—for example, referring to something that was previously said or to some idea, concept, or event.
Example: Demonstratives referring to figurative distanceShe didn’t do anything wrong. That’s my opinion and I’m sticking to it.
This argument isn’t getting us anywhere. Let’s agree to disagree.
Two major events are often said to mark the beginning of modern European history. These are the French Revolution and the Industrial Revolution.
Demonstratives vs. relative pronouns
As well as being a demonstrative, the word that can also be used as a relative pronoun. Relative pronouns are used to introduce relative clauses—phrases that provide more information about the preceding noun.
Example: “That” as a relative pronounThat was the last thing that I expected!
The other demonstratives (this, these, and those) are not used as relative pronouns.
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